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Andrew Ellicott's surveys today are epic
stuff of lore. Finest American surveyor of his
time, with the most accurate, exacting handbuilt equipment in all the land, Ellicott was
one of only two men this side of the Atlantic
who could establish precision latitudes and
longitudes from the stars. While other
American surveyors were sighting through
open-vane compasses, Ellicott laid out his
lines using God's own Heaven.
In his legendary career, Andrew Ellicott
completed Mason & Dixon’s Line, laid out the
Georgia-Mississippi border, the western
bounds of Pennsylvania, the American
boundary with Spanish Florida, the new YorkPennsylvania line, the town of Erie, obtained
coordinates of the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers, and trained young Meriwether Lewis
--- in astronomy --- for his journey to
immortality with William Clark.
But Andrew Ellicott’s greatest --- and
infinitely most challenging --- assignment of
all was the Survey of Washington, DC.
This illustrated presentation covers the
surveying, design and lay-out of the original
City of Washington, from its site selection in
1790 in final approval of the city plan in 1797,
including the pivotal roles played by Pierre
L’Enfant, Andrew and Benjamin Ellicott,
Benjamin Banneker, Isaac Briggs and
James Reed Dermott --- not to mention tow
Virginia land surveyors --- George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson.

Chas Langelan is a retired land surveyor
who was the first private surveyor ever
registered by the District of Columbia (1991), a
Founding Charter officer of the District of
Columbia Association of Land Surveyors
(DCALS), past President of the Maryland
Society of Surveyors (2002-2003), named
Surveyor of the Year, Maryland (2003), past
President of DCALS (2005-2006) and an active
member of the SHS, MSS, DCALS, VAS and
the Washington Map Society (WMS).
Chas currently serves on the board of
directors for the Surveyors Historical Society.
He gave historical surveying demonstrations at
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation’s Surveying and Cartography
Regional Meeting in Lancaster, PA (September
2008) and at the Lewis and Clark Day in
Frederick, MD (September 2011).
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